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SURF SAND
C O N F E R E N C E P A R K

The perfect venue for your conference,
wedding, family reunion, special

birthday or business meeting.

361 Harbour Road, Ohope
Phone: 07 312 4884

enquiries@surfandsand.co.nz
www.surfandsand.co.nz

Make a Per fect Day

Our team has decades of experience
with weddings, no matter how big or
small. Give our friendly team a call!

Contact Details:
30 Sunset Road, ROTORUA

Ph: 07 348 3400 E: burnetts@xtra.co.nz
www.andyshire.co.nz

Marqu ee & Par ty h i re

Bride &
Groom Studio

For all your wedding
requirements:
Brides dress, Bridesmaid
dresses, Suit hire & all
accessories
plus corporate
& cocktail dresses.

For an appointment
Phone Betty
07 347 7112

View our complete range at:
www.stepbystepbridal.co.nz

7793518A
A

for beautiful photography
Ph 0800 749 776

www.artisanstudio.co.nz

Artisan Studio & Gallery

$200 discount on advertised prices
if booked before 31 December 2010.

Planning Your Wedding?
Surf & Sand — a premier
wedding venue in the Bay

‘Have the
wedding

photos taken
on the beach
or in the park
while friends
and family
enjoy a few
drinks and
nibbles.’

S urf & Sand
Conference
Park is
undoubtedly

one of the best wedding
venues in the Bay of
Plenty.

Plan your wedding
between Waitangi
Weekend and the
weekend before
Christmas and you can
be guaranteed to have
five acres of park-like
surroundings on the
beach— exclusively.

The bridal party,
together with friends and

family, can relax as soon
as they arrive knowing
they don’t have to get in
a car again until they
head home.

■ How and why?

■ Get married on the
beach.
■ Have the wedding
photos taken on the
beach or in the park
while friends and family
enjoy a few drinks and
nibbles.
■ Have the reception in
our conference centre or

in a glamorous marquee
erected on the park.
■ All guests can be
accommodated before
and/or after the wedding
in our luxurious
beachfront apartments,
park motels, self-
contained units, kitchen
cabins, standard cabins
or campsites. Enjoy a
leisurely BBQ brunch
with friends and family
the morning after the
wedding, before
everyone heads home.
Children can use all the
park facilities, i.e. the

swimming pool and
waterslide, basketball
and tennis court,
volleyball court, min-
golf, trampolines and
swings, etc.

They will never get
bored, allowing their
parents to mix, mingle
and relax.

We can organise:
The caterer, marriage
celebrant,
photographer, florist,
singer, marquee hire if
required, hairdressers,
makeup technicians and
pamper sessions.

Floral creations for all occasions

021110bf6

FLORAL HAVEN: Charis Marriner became a florist after being overwhelmed by the beautiful flowers and
creativity she saw in a florist’s shop. PICTURE: BEN FRASER

The Weekender
takes a look at
different jobs
throughout the
community. Since it is
spring and flowers
are blooming, we
decided to find out
what is involved in
being a florist.

JOB
of theWEEK

Name: Charis Marriner
Role: Florist and owner/

operator
Employer: Fusion Flowers on

Pukuatua St.
Hours: Monday to Friday 9am-

5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm.
Describe your position: I

create bouquets and things. I like
to say I sell an emotion. Every
bunch is for a baby, or a birthday
or a bereavement. Every bunch of
flowers is for a different purpose.
We do a lot of weddings and create
different wedding packages for
specific peoples’ needs. Not
everyone can say they come to

work surrounded by flowers. The
best thing is when I deliver
flowers to someone and see the
look on their faces.

How did you first enter the
industry/field? By mistake, by
pure mistake. I had a part-time job
when I was at school and a florist
opened up in the same building. I
was completely taken aback by
what you can do with flowers. I
begged and begged to work there
until she finally gave me the job. It
was a complete accident.

What skills/training do you
need? You can do an
apprenticeship if you work for a
florist or you can train in
Hamilton. You can do an
apprenticeship through the New
Zealand Professional Florist
Association, or through
Horticulture New Zealand.

What do you enjoy most
about your job? Creating things
specifically to people’s needs and
them being completely
overwhelmed with the results. If I
make something way better than
they expected and they are blown
away.

Any challenges? Flowers are a
luxury item so when the money
strings are tight, people draw back.
I’ve got to keep up my game and
make sure the flowers are good
value for money. Also, changing
people’s mindsets that people really

do like flowers. A lot of people
could benefit from knowing how
much flowers can say.

Advice to someone
interested in similar work?
Approach a local florist and ask
them if they’ve got any positions

available. Even if you only work
one day a week, you are entitled to
do an apprenticeship. Or do a
course in Hamilton, it’s not far. Or
check out the Floral Art Group in
Rotorua, or ask a local florist if
you can do work experience.


